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“…within European Union institutional and 

policy structures, migration and border 

control have been increasingly integrated 

into security frameworks that emphasize 

policing, defence and criminality over a 

rights-based approach.” 

 

François Crépeau, UN Special Rapporteur on the 

Human Rights of Migrants, 2013 

 







Smart Borders 

On 28 February 2013 the European Commission proposed 

the Smart Borders Package. The package consists of two 

main components:  

 Entry/Exit System (EES) (COM(2013)95) which would 

record the time and place of entry and the length of 

authorised short stays of TCNs in an electronic 

database. 

 Registered Travellers Programme (RTP) (COM(2013)97) 

which would allow certain groups of “low-risk” travellers 

from third countries to enter the EU, subject to 

appropriate pre-screening and using simplified border 

checks at automated gates. 



 

EU Border Surveillance System 

(EUROSUR) 
 

 The EUROSUR Network has been in use since December 2011 and 

since March 2012 the Network has been used to exchange 

operational information.  

 During 2012 the Network was expanded from the original six 

Member States (Spain, France, Italy, Slovakia, Poland and Finland) 

to 18 (Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Malta, Slovenia, Greece, 

Cyprus, Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, Poland, Lithuania, 

Latvia, Estonia, Finland and Norway). 

 National Coordination Centres (NCCs) have established in all these 

countries.  

 The EUROSUR Regulation is expected to enter into force as of 2 

December 2013. 



 

“IRREGULAR 

MIGRATION IS NOT A 

CRIME.” 
 

 

Ms. Navi Pillay, High Commissioner for Human Rights to 

the Graduate Institute of International and Development 

Studies, Geneva - 14 December 2011  



“If the foreigners were described as 

undocumented, the use of coercive force 

against them might be harder to justify. The 

language of criminalisation assists in 

justifying the deployment of coercive 

enforcement techniques in the field”. 

 

 

Council of Europe, February 2010, Issue Paper of 

4 February 2010 



Ways Forward 
 

1. A human rights-based approach to migration and border 

management shall be implemented. 

2. Irregular stay and irregular entry shall be considered administrative 

infractions at most and shall be clearly delinked from internal 

security-related discourses 

3. Proper terminology shall be used. 

4. Clear safeguards should be established and implemented in the 

process of detection and apprehension of undocumented migrants 

and increased data protection safeguards for vulnerable groups 

should be established.  

5. Migration policies and border management shall be shaped as to 

avoid negative impacts on migrants’ human rights.  

6. More channels for regular migration shall be developed. 

 



Maria Giovanna Manieri  
mariagiovanna.manieri@picum.org  

mailto:mariagiovanna.manieri@picum.org
mailto:mariagiovanna.manieri@picum.org

