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I. Overview of Austria’s National Action Plan 
Against Human Trafficking

• 7th National Action Plan to Combat Human Trafficking 
(2024-2027) currently

• 103 measures in five chapters
1. National and international coordination and cooperation
2. Prevention
3. Protection
4. Prosecution
5. Monitoring, research, development



II. Key Elements of the NAP and its 
Implementation: Coordination

• Government: Federal Agency for Reception and Support Services (BBU), 
Federal Office for Immigration and Asylum (BFA), Federal Criminal Police 
Office (BK), Federal Chancellery (BKA), Federal Ministry of Labor and 
Economic Affairs (BMAW), Federal Ministry of Education, Science and 
Research (BMBWF), Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs 
(BMEIA), Federal Ministry of Finance (BMF), Federal Ministry of the Interior 
(BMI), Federal Ministry of Justice (BMJ), Federal Ministry of Defense 
(BMLV), Federal Ministry of Social Affairs, Health, Care and Consumer 
Protection (BMSGPK)

• NGOs & social partners: LEFÖ-IBF, MEN VIA, Drehscheibe, ECPAT, LBI
• Task Force member meetings and Working Groups on child trafficking, sex 

work and labour exploitation



II. Key Elements of the NAP and its 
Implementation: Prevention

1. Raising public awareness of the issue of human 
trafficking 

2. Raising awareness and training for all dimensions of 
human trafficking among selected professional groups  

3. Strengthening measures against human trafficking for 
the purpose of labor exploitation 

4. Strengthening the legal framework, including 
transparency in supply chains 



II. Key Elements of the NAP and its 
Implementation: Victim Protection 

1. Improving the early detection and identification of 
human trafficking 

2. Comprehensive counseling and support and improved 
social integration of trafficked persons 

3. Specific measures for the protection of trafficked 
children 

4. Improving compensation options for victims of human 
trafficking 



II. Key Elements of the NAP and its 
Implementation: Prosecution 

1. Improving measures in the area of criminal prosecution
1. Non-punishment



II. Key Elements of the NAP and its 
Implementation: Monitoring 

1. Creation and maintenance of comprehensive statistical 
data on human trafficking 

2. Expansion of research on human trafficking 
3. Review and further development of structures to combat 

human trafficking 
4. Reviewing and evaluating measures in the fight against 

human trafficking



III. Lessons Learned and Challenges

• Importance of adaptable policies to address new emerging threats
• Comprehensive and human rights-based approach 

• Wide stakeholder representation
• Oversight and chairmanship of Task Force
• Regular Task Force member meetings and possibility of ad hoc Working Groups

• Medium to long-term policies and progress
• NAP as a political tool for lobbying and advocacy  
• Consideration of a National Strategy to supplement NAP



IV. Strengthening National and International 
Cooperation

• UNODC
• UNHCR
• OSCE 
• Council of Europe/GRETA
• European Union
• IOM
• ICMPD
• Austrian Development Agency



V. The Way Forward: Optimizing Austria’s NAP

• A comprehensive strategy relies on commitment and 
collaboration of everyone involved!



IBF - Services

24h reachability for the police and 
trafficked women

Safe accommodation with socio-
cultural mediation in protection 
shelters

Apartments for independent living with 
initial psychosocial assistance

Psychosocial, psychological, social, 
health and life counselling as well as 
psychotherapy

Ensuring access to medical assistance

Psychosocial and legal support in 
legal proceedings

Online outreach for early identification and 
vulnerable groups

Buddy-programme

Mediation (upon request) to German courses, 
further education and integration offers

Support in seeking employment and 
accommodation or preparation for safe 
returns including risk assessments, in 
collaboration with organizations in the 
countries of origin

Counselling and intervention concerning 
residency and employment rights
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